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Sunday Services 

 

February 3: Rev. Roger Mohr, ñPlanning For Planting.ò  In many cultures and tradi-

tions, the beginning of February is a time of initiation and initiatives.  Winter is passing, 

and it will soon be time for new projects.  But what sort of projects do we want to en-

gage, this year?   

 

February 10: Rev. Roger Mohr,  ñThe Sustainable Society.ò  In a world of growing 

ecological and spiritual distress, what changes would we have to make to create a sus-

tainable society?  Some people look toward the past, some toward the future, and some 

hide their heads and hope for the best.  How might we change?  (Also in Keokuk, 2:00 

p.m.) 

 

February 17: Rev. Roger Mohr, ñA Rose By Any Other Name.ò  There is an idea or 

experience, that some people have sometimes, that seems to be about finding an ulti-

mate connection and meaning to the cosmos.  Some call it ñGod.ò  And some call it 

something else.  But what is it, and do the names really matter? 

 

February 24: Guest Minister, Rev. Ron Green, ñMoral Development Before the 

Godsò  A look at cultural and moral development that took place in the animal kingdom 

long before the Gods told humans how they should behave.  If weôre looking for an 

early source, and a contemporary source, of moral and ethical wisdom, we would do 

well to look at the animals. 

 

March 2:  Rev. Roger Mohr,  ñStarting a Fire In a Frozen Heart.ò  There are times in 

our lives when it seems that the fire within us has gone cold, and we have lost our pas-

sion for life and living.  What does it take to ignite the flame again? 

Rev. Roger Mohr, Minister 
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The Revôs Room  
 

 When I was a teenager in Dallas TX, the primary focus of my life was playing the drums.  I spent hours 

practicing, almost every day, and I was pretty good, even if I do say so myself.  But even though the music 

business folks were starting to drop by my gigs to listen to me play, and though they offered me what I now 

realize were some pretty good opportunities, I rejected them, and decided to enlist in the Marines.  To this day, 

I donôt know why I made the choices I made at that time.  One of the bands I was asked to audition for is now 

moderately famous, with several gold albums to their credit, and I was offered some recording session work, 

as well.  But I chose to go to boot camp, instead.  And I am grateful for all that I gained from that experience, 

as well.  There is no fathoming oneôs karma, I suppose.   

 Yet this is the season for new initiatives, and I had put out word on the musiciansô grapevine that I 

might be looking for opportunities as a drummer and vocalist.  I had two responses within twenty-four hours, 

and word from one of my musical mentors that there was always strong demand for both drummers and sing-

ers ï no problem finding a chance to play.  I had been looking for something constructive to do with my spare 

time, and I had already found a place to rehearse, so it seemed I had found my way back into music, after all 

these years.  For my birthday, Lisa and I did something I had dreamt of since I had sold my drums twenty-

three years ago:  We went to the music store and bought a new drum set.   

 But it had been over two decades since I had played.  I was more than a little nervous (ñterrifiedò might 

be more accurate) as we brought the drums home and set them up in the living room (Temporarily ï Lisa is a 

vastly loving and giving partner, but even she has her limits).  After all, it had been nearly a quarter century, 

and I had no idea whether I could even play at all after so much time.  I sat downé picked up the sticksé and 

rocked-out!  Sheer bliss!  Unmitigated joy!  Titanic ecstasy!  The return of Thor!  And within an hour, yet an-

other call to come and audition.  Of course I wasnôt quite as fast or sophisticated as I had been back in the day, 

but I still had more than enough to work with, and I know how to rebuild the skills I had lost.  And my musi-

cian friends were getting the word out for me in fine style.  Better yet, my entire body was alive with the en-

ergy of playing again. As I said, there is no fathoming oneôs karma.   

 So the message in this monthôs Revôs Room is this:  Remember to return to what you love, even if it 

seems that it may have been lost to you.  And donôt be afraid to start again.  Who knows what your karma has 

in store for you? 

       Keep the faith!   

        The Rev 

2007 - 2008 Council 

 

Linda Gidley ............................................................................................................ President 
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Tom Buckley .............................................................................................. Member At Large 

Ben Moser.................................................................................................. Member At Large 

John Orozco .............................................................................................. Member At Large 
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Presidentôs Message 

 

Eagles 

 
What delight listening to the Eagles. Perhaps you hadnôt noticed their funky songs because youôd been so busy 

marveling at their return. 

 

Enough fun; Iôm talking about the singing group, the Eagles, and their 

latest album which includes a rather irreverent song, ñFrail Grasp on 

the Big Picture.ò I listened, sure I missed the words. But there they 

were, ñAnd we pray to our Lord, who we know is American. He reigns 

from on high; He speaks to us through middlemen and He shepherds 

His flock. We sing out and we praise His name. He supports us in war; He presides over football games and 

the right will prevail.ò 

 

Those words wrap up many thoughts about perceptions of deity, obviously from a skeptical per-

spective. We Unitarians surely welcome various thoughts, and, while not necessarily agreeing, 

respect the rights of those who find comfort from a god they see as American. I must be careful, 

even chuckling over these words, to allow others their view, including that their god may help 

their team win the big game. I hope they, too, allow others freedom of religious thought. 

May you enjoy the flight of soaring eagles and promote liberal religious ideas. 

Treasurerôs Report 

 

Financially speaking, things are looking pretty good for the Fellowship.  For the first 6 months of this fiscal 

year pledges have come in just about as expected, and money from the plate has more than doubled the budg-

eted amount.  We continue to save on utilities with the new furnace, and other expenses are in line with budg-

eted amounts.   

Religious Education Schedule 
 

Feb 3  WATER- our lesson will demonstrate how little fresh water there is on the Earth. Discussion on how we 

use water and how we can conserve it. 

Teacher: Virginia Garnjobst 

 

Feb 17  FIRE- share stories/myths about sun and fire.  Discuss importance of sun to our planet. 

Teacher: Judy Smithson 

 

All children in 1-8 grades are welcome. 
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Women's Book Group 
 

We will meet Sat.  Feb.9 at 2:00 in the Burlington Library.  We will be discussing The Way of The Peaceful 

Warrior by Dan Millman 

 

Next month's meeting is March 8, which will be our book sharing time. 

Hymnal Fund 
 

An effort is being made to increase the number of hymnals we have available at the Meeting House due to our 

limited numbers currently. Since this issue has arisen since our budget was set last May we are encouraging 

members and friends to contribute to a ñHymnal Fundò being collected in a red Folgersôs plastic coffee con-

tainer found on the back table. 

 

Thank you in advance for helping us to provide a basic necessity for anyone attending one of our services. 

Members and friends know to latch onto a hymnal before we begin our service, but visitors arenôt always 

aware and may not return if they arenôt able to fully participate due to not being able to get their hands on one. 

 

The Treasurer will purchase hymnals from the UUA in Boston. The current price is $28 each. Please consider 

dropping a check for $28 (or more) into the container the next time to attend a service. 

 

Checks should be made out to UU Fellowship at Burlington with a memo that the money is 

to help purchase new hymnals. Cash is certainly acceptable as well. 

 

Earth Faith:   

 

Our next Earth Faith service is on Friday, February 15, 6:00 p.m.  Our óeco-spiritualò or ñearth-centeredò alter-

native service.  We will use a combination of drums, chant, music, meditation, stories, and discussion to help 

us to deepen our connection to the Earth and to one another.  This service is approaching the level of atten-

dance we have on Sunday mornings.  It is both interactive and intergenerational, so come be part of the experi-

ence. 

Mission Statement 
 

It is the mission of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at Burlington to transform ourselves, our society, and 

our world by working for justice through religious commitment. We strive to be a congregation where all will 

find acceptance, love, safety and encouragement in the challenges on their journey of intellectual and spiritual 

growth. 

We trust that a deep and abiding respect for each other supports the expression of our differing ideas. 

 

Adopted May 2001 
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FEBRUARY 2008  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
Choir 9:30am 
Service 10:30 

4 
Min. Com. 1p 
Ops Grp 5:15p 
Youth Grp 7p 

5 6 7 
Weight  
Watchers 

8 9 
Womenõs Book 
Group 2pm 
Burlington  
Library 

10 
Choir 9:30am 
Service 10:30 
Keokuk 2pm 

11 12 13 14 
Weight  
Watchers 

15 
Earth Faith 
6pm 

16 

17 
Choir 9:30am 
Service 10:30 

18 19 20 
Council  
Meeting 7pm 

21 
Weight  
Watchers 

22 23 

24 
Choir 9:30am 
Service 10:30 
Keokuk 2pm 

25 26 27 28 
Weight  
Watchers 

29  
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