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Sunday Services 
 

July 1:  Larry Orr, ñAloha!ò Refusing to say good-bye, Larry bids a fond adieu, auf 

wiedersehen, dosvidaniya, allahaēsmarladēk, adios, and sayonara.  Browsing back 

through memories of UU doings and sermons of the past,  he'll attempt to see into the 

future too.  John Toney will provide special music.  And finally, Larry will ride into 

the sunset... wait, no, he's headed east, lost in the ozone again!   

 

July 8: Rev. Roger Mohr, "Taking It To the Streets: Part Two."  A second forum to 

discuss the process of increasing our public presence.  See the ñRevôs Roomò article 

for more information. 

 

July 15: Jane Riessen, ñUnderstanding the American Civl Liberties Union.ò  The 

ACLU is often both misunderstood and misrepresented.  Jane Riessen is an attorney 

and secretary of the board of the Iowa chapter of the ACLU.  As Roger begins to be-

come more involved in public ministry and in the ACLU, she comes to help us learn 

what the ACLU is really all about.   

 

July 22: Guest minister, Ron Green, UU Fellowship in Macomb,. Il.   

Rev. Roger Mohr, Minister 

The Revôs Room 
 

As I discussed in last monthôs newsletter, this summer I am working on preparing us to begin a much more 

public ministry.  That means that we may have many more opportunities to explain what we are all about, as a 

religious tradition and as a congregation, as well as what it means to us as individuals to be Unitarian Univer-

salists.  Our first forum on this line was very well attended, and the participation in the discussion was enthusi-

astic and beneficial.  The session in Keokuk was smaller, but equally significant.  Here are some of the major 

points I discerned. 

1. We want to be known for valuing diversity.  We provide a spiritual home for very different people - of dif-

fering temperaments, beliefs, sexualities, lifestyles, and more ï and especially for people who differ in 

some significant way or ways from the normative model person of the surrounding community.  However, 

we donôt want to be known simply as ñthe gay churchò or ñthe church with no God.ò  And some of us do 

want a more traditional Christian theist orientation and liturgy.  Yet most want to emphasize our open-

mindedness and eagerness to learn from other perspectives.  Which leads toé 

2. We want to be known for our desire to engage one another in terms of our differences - to not just tolerate, 
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but celebrate our differences as an opportunity for learning and growth.  We want to be a diverse congre-

gation because we want to be a learning congregation.  However, the ñWelcoming Congregationò designa-

tion is still a touchy issue for us, and we have more learning to do in that area. 

3. Many of us are very interested in environmental issues, but it is unclear that there is an obvious connection 

between the public ministry of this congregation and ecology.  A question that we may want to ask is how 

we might understand and/or express an ecological ministry. 

4. Finally, there is still a strong identification with reason; the principles of the European Enlightenment such 

as individual rights and liberties; and the importance of dialogue and discussion.  We donôt want to aban-

don or discard the humanist tradition.  But we also donôt want to exclude or disrespect those who identify 

primarily with the pagan or Christian (or Buddhist oré) traditions.  Indeed, a foundational principle of this 

congregation might be stated as ñfreedom of inquiry,ò along with freedom of conscience and belief. 

 

As part of the operations group meeting in June, we have created a space for you to add your thoughts and 

comments on this topic to the bulletin board in the sanctuary.  There are 3x5 cards and push pins in the closet; 

if you have something to share, feel free to write your thoughts on a card (anonymous comments are preferred, 

so that there is more focus on content) and put it up on the board.  Please do try to write from your own per-

spective in terms of what you want to affirm, and hold negative comments or critiques, for the moment.  Sug-

gestions for slogans, sound bites, and elevator speech ideas are also welcome.  Also, following up on several 

suggestions, I will facilitate an ñelevator speechò class on the evening of Monday, July 9 (see events and meet-

ings section for more information). 

In closing, I want to tell you how pleased I am about this process, as it unfolds.  I love transparency and 

open communications, and also I love to see us really embrace our differences as an opportunity for growth.  

This feels like a wonderful beginning, a way that our talk and our walk, our ideal self as a congregation and 

how we actually behave together, can come into closer reflections of one another.  And the credit for that goes 

to you, for being willing to engage and share with one another, even when we differ.  Well done! 

Keep the Faith! 

The Rev 

Presidentôs Message 
 

Opportunities to Invite 
Did you know. . . 

¶ 30 percent of the countryôs ethanol is produced in Iowa? 

¶ Iowa accounts for 20 percent of the US biodiesel production? 

¶ Iowa is home for three of the nationôs five wind turbine manufacturing plants? 

¶ Measured on a per capita basis, Iowa leads the nation in potential wind energy? 

¶ An average of 57 trains per day travel through Burlington? 

 

Okay, you knew all these facts, or trivia, so where is the conversation headed? When people 

talk about such facts, it may provide you with a way to add something about our fellowship. 

ñYes, our fellowship members tend to be keenly interested in the environment and the earth.ò 

 

A few days ago I discussed a similar issue with someone, Iôll call him Jim, and added words 

like, ñ I go to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, where we not only find people commit-

ted to better management of our resources, but also where we welcome a variety of interests. 

We believe people can be Buddhists or Methodists, transsexuals or straights, and all be on the same path to 

living a good life. We value the dignity and worth of every person.ò 

Jim was quite impressed, and said that is the kind of church heôd like to attend. Of course, I invited him. Iôm 

not sure if heôll venture from his Christian home, but Iôve extended the invitation much like you would. 
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Facts are fun. Who knows when you or I will have the next opportunity to share a bit about our 

fellowship, but we can watch for opportunities to do so. 

Linda 

Note from Roger, RE: Snake Alley  

  
I had been looking very much forward to working with the crew on Snake Alley this year.  However, I had 

also been on a waiting list for a 20 hour motorcycle safety class that is held weekly on Friday, Saturday, and 

Sunday (I am concerned about the impact my 200+ miles a week is having on the environment ï ask me how I 

am contributing to global warming.  A motorcycle can easily get more than 60 miles per gallon.).  As fate 

would have it, I was notified that a place had opened for me in the classé on Snake Alley weekend.  I either 

took the slot or went back to the end of the line, so I had to change plans.  I was disappointed to miss out, and 

Iôm sorry for any confusion or hurt feelings.  Fortunately, I understand that Gary Smith and all of the folks 

who participated once again produced a successful fundraising event, despite my absence.  Congratulations!   

Snake Alley Art Fair  

 

We didn't need our mittens Sunday at the Snake  Alley Art Fair!  It was a good day for snow cones.  Thank 

you Danny, and to everyone else who helped make the day a success.  And special thanks to Bob Saar, Eric 

Schweizer, Jim Wiseman, Terry Hinesly, ant Kate Hoth for entertaining our patio guests with their music. 

  

By the end of the day we grossed nearly $750.00 in sales.  After paying expenses, we netted around $450.00, 

less than what we have netted in the past.  It was a lot of work, and with over thirty of us working together, we 

provided excellent service to fair-goers while bringing attention to our fellowship. 

  

Thanks again, Gary 

The Circle Suppers are Back! 
 

     There is a renewed interest in Circle Suppers! I have volunteered to coordinate this event which has been 

enjoyed so much in the past. Some of the new members may not know what I'm talking about so I will attempt 

a brief description. 

     Groups of six to eight people gather for dinner on a Saturday night at a members home; everyone brings 

food to share.  This worked out with the host or hostess so that a balanced meal can be provided (We would 

hate to have three chocolate cakes!*wink*). Several of these circle suppers happen at about the same time. 

Some people volunteer to host or hostess and other are guests. The next things we will mix things up so that 

we dine with different people than before. Circle suppers are an opportunity to get to know more people and 

develop connections. Spouses of members are always included. 

     I will provide a sign up list. Questions? Call Karla Mundt 752-0010. 
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Elevator Speech Seminar  
 

An Elevator Speech seminar will be held on Monday, July 9, from 6:00pm to  8:00pm.  This will be a working 

supper, so bring a beverage, salad and/or side dish; and a few bucks to help pay for pizza; as well as your ideas 

about what Unitarian Universalism means to you. 

Drum Group   
 

The Drum group is cancelled for the summer. 

Youth Group   
 

The youth group will be meeting on the first and third Mondays at 5pm through the summer.  In July it will be 

meeting on Monday, July 2 and Monday July 16, at 5:00 p.m. 

Rogerôs Office Hours  

 

Rogerôs office hours have changed again. He will now be in his office on Mondays, from noon to 8pm, and by 

arrangement. 

Editorôs note 
 

This is the first month that we are emailing the newsletter to everyone that we have an email for and only send-

ing out paper newsletters to those who we do not have email addresses for.  If you know anyone that has not 

received a newsletter either through email or snail mail or if you have an email address but are still receiving 

the newsletter through snail mail please let Lori Strait know at DenBro@aol.com or (319) 985-2273.   

Ice Cream Social 
 

Mim and Doc are hosting an ice cream social at their house  at 2741 Sunnyside St, Burlington on July 15th at 

7pm . The only thing you need to bring is a folding chair- ice cream and toppings are provided.  
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JULY 2007  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Service 
10:30am 

2 
Rogerõs OH  
12-8pm 
Ops Grp 1pm 
Youth Grp 5pm 

3 4 5 
Weight 
Watcherõs 

6 7 

8 
Service 
10:30am 

9 
Rogerõs OH  
12-8pm 
Ministry 1pm 
Elevator Mtg 
6pm 

10 11 12 
Weight 
Watcherõs 

13 14 

15 
Service 
10:30am 
Ice Cream  
Social 7pm 

16 
Rogerõs OH  
12-8pm 
Youth Grp 5pm 

17 18 
Council Mtg 
7pm 

19 
Weight 
Watcherõs 

20 21 

22 
Service 
10:30am 

23 
Rogerõs OH  
12-8pm 

24 25 26 
Weight 
Watcherõs 

27 28 

29 
Service 
10:30am 

30 
Rogerõs OH  
12-8pm 

31     
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