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November Sunday Services
NOVEMBER 2 -- Today is All Soul’s Day, a "High Holiday" for Unitarian Universalists. On this day, we honor all the
ancestors, not just those who have atained sainthood. (All Saints Day is November 1.) In commemoration of All Souls
Day, wewill pay homageto some of those upon whose shoulders westand. We will hear voices in addition to mine
because | have asked afew of you to speak about an ancestor who influenced your life. - Rev. Ingham

NOVEMBER 9-- "ThreeL.ittle Letters' But, it's amazing how much troublethe threeletters G-O-D cause. Unitarian
Universalists are often reluctant to use those three letters together. For one thing, so many awful things have been donein
the name of God. For anather, someof ussmply do not bdieveinagod or atleast nat in God in the traditional sense.
And, finally, most of us want to know what aperson means when they use those three letters. Who getsto choose what
the "correct" meaning of G-O-D is? And why are UUs so often maligned and even persecuted for their concerns about

thosethreelittle letters? -- Rev. Ingham

P.S Remember the potlluck this afternoon at 4:00 PM in Nauvoo.

Details can be found elsewhere in this newd etter..

NOVEMBER 16 -- "Famous Women You've Never Heard Of!"

Well, they should befamous and we should have heard of

them. This morning you will hear about some of them -- Unitarian and Universaliss women who were minigters of
congregationsright herein lowaand Illinois many years ago. These women worked under difficult drcumstances, to put
it mildly. And they did thiswork practically in our back yard. | intend to make them comealivefor you today. You won't

want to missthis service! - Rev. Ingham

NOVEMBER 23 -- "Giving Thanks -- No Mdter Wha"

It iseasy to be thankful when our lives are going wdl, but how

often do weremember to give thanks when the going gets tough and we are struggling through difficult times? Onthis
Sunday before Thanksgiving, you areinvited to share your stories of times when something bad or sad happened to you,
only to end up being something you were thankful to have experienced. -- Rev. Ingham

NOVEMBER 30 -- “Humanist Manifesto 111"
Note: The Miniger or leader reserves theright to change or madify

- Rick Johnson

thetopic, depending upon new ideas or circumstances.

FYI - FYP

For Your Information - From Your President

Remember in the “Wizard of Oz”, when Dorothy
and her entourage finally arived at the Emeald City to
discover that the Wizard was not really a wizard? But he
did manageto show them that they already had what they
were looking for.

| thought of thiswhen our visitor on Sunday,
Maryanne LaGuidre, a liaison from the Prairie Star Didtrict,
referred to the meeting house as a beautiful old building.
Her UU group in Dubugue does not haveafadlity of their
own. | realized thisisa good time to take account of what
we do have, not what we don't have.

We havea building in alovely location to call
home, we have 70 some members with an average Sunday

attendance of half our membership. (That's a high percent-
Continued on page 2

FROM THE MINISTER ...

Sometimes, the shorter days and longer nights of
late October and the approach of November put mein a
pensive mood, a mood that focuses my thoughts on the
inevitability of loss. But, | am "weather-driven" and as|
write this column, it is difficult for me to give much serious
thought to loss and the too-soon-coming bleakness of
winter days. After all, the temperature hit 80 yesterday and
promisesto bein at least themid-70stoday. The sunis
shining. My bicyclebeckons. I'm still wearing shorts.
Who cares about winter and life'sinevitable losses?

Andyet, and yet....thewords from my favorite
Mary Oliver poem, "In Blackwater Woods', kegp going
round and round in my head.

Continued on Page 2



2 FYI- FYP (continued)

age, compared to many churches). Virginiasays about 10%
of our members sing in the choir, which iswell ébove
average; more than 50% of our children attend RE regu-
larly. At our lagt youth group, 80% of our potential youth
attended. We havea UU group in Keokuk. Rick says
pledges were up 10% and we haveafull timeminister.

We are obvioudy a dedicated and giving group, but
asmall group. We don't have abig pool of voluntegsto
draw from, so everyone hasto do somehing - and in fact
almost everyoneis doing something to contributeto the
workings of thefellowship. Thereisnot much roomin the
fellowship for those who listen to the minister’s talk, then
dip out the back door. Everyone is needed to help reach
our goals and everyone's eff orts are appreciated.

Our situation isthat we need to get very serious
about fundraising if we want to maintain a full timeminis-
ter, as many people have indicated. We have several
volunteersready to serve on a fundraising committee and
they need aleader and support from us.

WEe' ve talked the last several years about a
fundraisng committee and now isthe timeto doiit.

--— Karla

From the Minister (continued)

Thepoem beginsthisway. "Look, thetreesare
turning thar own bodiesinto pillars of light... Every year
everything | haveeve learned in my lifetime leads back to
this. thefiresand theblack river of losswhose other Sdeis
salvation, whose meaning none of uswill ever know."
Much as | love autumn, thisis the season of loss, thetime
of year to contemplate, even appredate, loss and try to put
itin its proper place

There are many kinds of losses. Thereisthe loss
experienced in sporting events. If youre alifelong lover of
basebdl as| am, thenyou can't avoid lossin this sense
during October. Someone has to lose before those last two
teams emerge to compee in that Fall Classic, the World
Series. Thisyear, | found the lossesto be heart wrenching,
since neither the Cubs nor the Red Sox survived the
playoffs.

But theseare "Lite losses'. Although it may appear
that | take baseball quite serioudy, | understand that it'sjust
agame. (Thisattitude is subject to change if the Pittsburgh
Pirates ever get to the playoffsagan!) No, the kind of loss
that acoompanies sporting eventsis not important at all. It
can't be compared to loss of aloved oneor loss of our
youth or loss of possessonsin a housefireor any such
traumatic losses.

Thenthereislossin the sense of something less,
something decreasing. | am thinking specificdly of loss
of membership and commitment to ingtitutions. Most
mainstream religious organizaions are losing people. |

(Next Column)

(continued from left column)

thought weUUsweregrowing. Thus, | was surprised
when our Prairie Star Didrict Resource Liaison Maryann
Caudill-LoGuidice, who was viditing us on October 19,
said tha Unitarian Universaligs havelost significant
numbers of members over the past few years. | was under
the impression that we are agrowing ingitution. So, that's
another kind of loss, one that, if true, | would find very sad.
But, we can do something about thiskind of loss. Wecan
recruit members. Wecan be proud of who we are and what
we bdieve. We can share thiswith others and be assertive,
aggressive, "out there" when it comesto convincing more
people to join us on Sunday mornings.

Finally, therearethe everyday lossesthat | talked
about on an October Sunday. | said thenthat | don't think
we do judtice to these everyday losses. Wedon't take the
time to appredate them and to realize the role they play in
our lives, theeffect they haveon our mental well-being. |
am working on this, trying to contemplate everyday losses
from different perspectives, and then deliberately letting
them go.

Driving back from vigiting family recently in
Pennsylvania, | was amost to thetop of a hill on atwo-
lane beautiful country road when over the crest of the hill
camea pickup truck -- in my lane. | didn't think that | had
any timeto react, but| must have had a split second
because | moved over onto the shoulder asfar as| could.
Thedriver of thetruck moved ove the other way. We
missed each other by inches. After muttering several
expletives -- | would swear thetruck driver wasusing a
cell phone -- and shaking my head in disbelief, | was
overcome with rdief. Wehad narrowly avoided a head-on
crash.

Suddenly | thought to myself, what exactly was
your problem with sadness and leaving and losing? You
gill haveyour life, don't you? And you had a great time
vigiting family and friends and you had absolutely perfect
bicycling days with your sister.

I will take those everyday losses, even thetrau-
matic ones, and learn to appreciate them aslong as| ill
have lifeitself. | have wonderful memories -- thank you
universe. | will live inthe moment. | will keep in mind the
end of tha Mary Oliver poem. "To livein thisworld you
mugt be able to do three things: to love wha is mortal; to
hold it againgt your bones knowing your own life depends
onit; and, when thetime comesto let itgo, tolet it go."
May you treasure every momernt of November! -- Sandy

‘We extend awarm welcome to Scott Diehl, who recently
signed our membership book.

Ann White and Mim & Doc Van Winkle announce the birth
on Oct.20 of Zoey Elizabeth Kirkpatrick. ThisisAnn’s
gred-grandchild and Mim & Doc’s grandchild. Daughter
Noraand the baby are hgppy & hedlthy. Congratulations!




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

It feds good to have the number of volunteersfor
teaching that have agreed to help. Thank you for sharing
your time and knowledge. Eighteen time dots have been
filled and twenty remain.

Teachesin October were Sue Holm, Nancy
Montrone, Heather Strait and Morgan Toal. Principle#6
was covered with a biography of Adlai Stevenson. Hallow-
een aound the world was discussed. Teache'sfor Novem-
ber areRick Johnson (Nov. 2 & 9), Karla Mundt (Nov. 16),
Heather Strait (Nov. 23) and Nancy M. (Nov. 30).

Theend of the Calendar printed last month has
been modified: April 25- TBA

May 2 - Flower Communion

May 9 - Make giftsfor teachers

May 16 - TBA

May 23 - Present gifts to teacher volunteers

May 30 - Wrap up.

--Nancy Montrone

*kkkkkkkkx

COUNCIL NEWS

Well, it had to happen sometime, the October
council meeting was actually short and to the point. The
Treasurer, Rick, reported that our current PSD dues have
been pdad in full and that so far, so good for thisfiscal
year's budget. Sandy reported that the Youth Group IS up
and running, and that sheislooking to begin several adult
RE classes and a meditation group in the coming months.

In discussng committees, it was agreed tha al of
them should have at least 3 to 4 membersto avoid over-
whelming any one individual, so recruitment eforts will
continue. The Chairs committee has madea list of priori-
tiesandislooking a catalogs, finding $100-110 per chair
to be alikely price range. Sandy isworking on several
media-related Membership endeavors. The new Hospitality
monthly rotation has been running smoothly with plenty of
vol unteers.

TheFundraising committee has a chair (Heather
Strait) and will soon hold itsfirst meeting, so getall your
wonderful ideas together now before someone else claims
them!

*kkkkkk k%

THE COUNCIL
President- Karla Mundt
Vice presdent- Beryl Shahan
Secretary- Heather Strait
Treasurer- Rick Johnson
Members Gary Gidley
a Fritz Goeckner
large- Ruth Lindeen

NOVEMBER SPECIAL EVENT!

We will join our Keokuk friends for a POTLUCKK at 4:00
the afternoon of Nov. 9th, at Lillian Snyder’s home, 530
Winchegter St., Nauvoo. Winchester ison the far east sde
of Nauvoo. Coming from the east, on highway 96, thereis
a big curve, and Wincheger is at the end of that curve.
There are amall signsfor awinery and thel carian museum.
Turn south. Don't miss this unique opportunity to spend
time with thefolks from Keokuk and the chance to have
Lillian giveusatour of the Icarian museum and show a
videotape of her work.

NOTICES

Thewomen’s book discussion group is reading Red Water
by Judith Freeman. Thishigtorical fiction focuses on three
of the wives of a prominent Mormon in thelate 1800’s.
Thegroup will meet on Nov. 8th at 2 PM at the home of
Virginia Garnjobst. Call Mim at 754-1176 for more info.
*kkkkkk k%
There will be no Youth Group meeting on November 26th.
Thisis Thanksgiving eve.

* kkkkkk k%

ARIVERCITIES UU SERVICE AND CELEBRATION
will beheld someime in May or June. Preliminary plan-
ning for this exciting event will occur on Sat, Nov. 15, at
10:30 AM at the UU churchin Davenport. Sandy is going
to this meeting and would like to have two or threeothe's
go with her. Please talk to Sandy or Karlaif interested.

*kkkkkkk k%

If you haveforgotten to bring a bit of fabric to thefellow-
ship for the proposed quilt, there is dill time. Call Karla
at 752-0010 for more information.

* kkkkkkkk

Sue Prochazka, a member of our Keokuk group, will be
walking amarathon to rase money for the Leukemia &
LymphomaSociety and must raise $3500 by Nov. 15.
Cash, checksor aredit card are accepted and can be mailed
to Sue Prochazka, 2737 Plank Road, Keokuk, | A 52632.

*kkkkkk k%

CONGREGATION MEETING

On October 19, after theregular service, a brief special
Congregational Membership meeting was held to confirm
the Minigter's contrect for thisfiscal year. The council had
approved it, and sent it as aprivileged motion to the
congregation, based on the presentation by the Minigterial
committee. The motion passed, including a 5% raise in pay,
bringing the salary doser to that recommended by UUA for
a congregation of our size.

Discusson focused on the need to increase our
income and membership in order to continue to support a
fulltime minister.
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CALENDER for November, 2003

1- Neeedlenuts 4 PM (cal Mdindaat 753-2489 for detail s)
2 - Choir 9:30, Services 10:30, Rdligious Education 10:45
2 - Sdvation Army dinner served
6 -Wei ght Wetchers
8 -Women’'s Book Discussion Group at Garnjobsts 2 PM (Call Mim at 754-1176)
Needlenuts 4 PM (cdl Mdindaat 753-2489)
9 - Choir 9:30, Services 10:30, RE 10:45
Potluck dinner with Keokuk at Lillian Snyder’sin Nauvoo 4:00 PM
11- PFLAG 6:45PM
12 - Youth Group 7:00 PM
13 - Weight Weatchers
15 - Needlenuts 4PM (call Mdindaat 753-2489)
16 - Choir 9:30, Services 10:30, RE 10:45
19 - Council 7:00 PM
20 - Weight Watchers
25 - Needlenuts 4 PM (Cdl Mdinda at 753-2489)
23 - Choir 9:30, Services 10:30, RE 10:45
Keokuk Services 3:00 PM (Christian Science Reading Room, 423 Man St.)
27 - Weight Wetchers
30 - Choir 9:30, Services 10:30, RE 10:45

The Banner: Alan Christensen, Editor 319-752-5791 <alcjj@mchs.com>

Jennifer Fenton-Schugter, Printing & Circuldion 752-3655 <feenersrus@mchs.com>

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
625 North Sixth Street
Burlington, IA 52601



